2025 UIAA Mountain Protection Award Application Form
(This is an offline version for preparation only. The official online form must be filled out for valid submission).

Please take the time to fill all requested information via the official online form. Incomplete applications will not be considered for the 2025 UIAA Mountain Protection (MPA) platform nor will it be submitted for assessment.

Before commencing this application form, please ensure you have read the specific UIAA MPA Application Guidelines and are ready to answer all questions in detail. Please note there is no ‘save and come back later’ function.

All questions of the application form can be accessed from the MPA website for projects to effectively prepare ‘offline’. Should you need assistance with the application, due to language barriers or other concerns, please contact mountainprotection@theuiaa.org – we will be happy to help! 

Application Deadline: 15 May 2025, midnight CEST

Any information supplied in relation to this form will only be used in conjunction with the 
2025 UIAA Mountain Protection Award. 

SECTION I: APPLICATION – common to all project categories 

1. Contact details
a. First and last name of contact person; phone number (please add format with country code +); and email address
b. Position/role of contact person

2. Applicant
a. Name of organisation (should you be applying as an individual, please reconfirm the name here)
b. Address of organisation (should you be applying as an individual, please reconfirm your personal address here)
c. Official website link of organisation (if available)
d. Applicant identifies as a:
i. UIAA member federation and/or alpine club
ii. Not-for-profit/non-governmental organisation or volunteer/community group
iii. A for-profit business (e.g. tour operators, expedition agencies)

e. All applicants must submit a letter of support from the national UIAA member association in the country(ies) where the project is being implemented. Please do so here.

As a UIAA member association, you will need to submit a letter of support signed by a member of the organisation's executive team.

The full list of UIAA member associations can be found here: https://www.theuiaa.org/members/member-federations/ 

If there is no UIAA member association in your country, or should you have any questions, please contact mountainprotection@theuiaa.org

3. Project
a. Official name of the project being submitted for the 2025 Mountain Protection Award (if there is no official name, please specify how the UIAA should label this project on the official showcase webpage – note, shorter names work better)
b. Official website link of project (if available)
c. Official Facebook page of project (if available)
d. Official Instagram page of project (if available)
e. Do you use any other social media platforms which you would like to share (X, Substack, BlueSky, or others)? (if available)
f. Has this project been submitted for the UIAA Mountain Protection Award before?
i. Yes, as a new project idea or concept
ii. Yes, as an ongoing project
iii. Yes, as a finished project
iv. No
g. Project status - our project is (select best option)
In case of uncertainty, please refer to the UIAA MPA Application Guidelines and/or contact us at mountainprotection@theuiaa.org 
i. A new project idea or concept 
ii. Implemented and ongoing
iii. Finished 

If project type is - i. A new project idea or concept - continue the project application in Section III (highlighted in green below).
If project type is - ii. Implemented and ongoing; or iii. Finished - continue the project application in Section II (highlighted in blue below).


SECTION II – APPLICATION CONTINUED – for implemented and ongoing and finished projects

4. Project details

a. Country/countries where the project is implemented

b. Time period of implementation (started in … / ending in …)

c. Please explain what the project is about and how it relates to climbing, mountaineering and outdoor sport. (350-500 words)
Note your answer will be used to describe the project on the official showcase page of the UIAA website, should your project be selected for the shortlist.

d. Please describe the vision, goals and aim of this project. (350-500 words)

e. Please describe how this project specifically contributes to climate change and environmental sustainability. (350-500 words)
This should include a statement as to the specific focus such as: conservation of biodiversity and ecosystems, sustainable resource consumption and management, sustainable waste management and disposal, climate change adaptation and/or mitigation or protection of the environment through culture, local traditions and education.

f. Please describe the implementation and expected outcomes of the project such as project plan, key tasks, activities, milestones, etc. (350-500 words)
Supporting documents can be included in a later section.

g. Describe how your project goes "beyond business as usual", as an example of best practice in mountaineering and mountain-based sports for mountain protection. (350-500 words)

h. Describe how your project supports stewardship in mountain regions, such as the promotion of volunteer participation opportunities. (350-500 words)

i. How does your project benefit the local communities where it is implemented and how do you collaborate with them? (350-500 words)

j. For the implementation of your project, do you collaborate with local, regional, or national authorities? If so, how? (350-500 words)
Supporting documents such as recommendation letters are highly encouraged and can be included in a later section.

k. Describe the human and financial resources, including sourcing and allocation such as budget, human and financial resources and allocations. (350-500 words)
Supporting documents can be included in a later section.

l. Describe your communication strategy and dissemination of your project's activities and results to the general public. You can also mention how the UIAA could support these efforts, as part of the UIAA MPA platform. (350-500 words)

m. If your project were to win the Mountain Protection Award, explain how the project would use the prize money. (350-500 words)
Supporting documents (e.g. spreadsheet) can be included in a later section.

n. How would you like the UIAA to actively support your project?

o. The UIAA and our sponsor Lenovo are working to support and encourage a community of mountain protection practitioners like yourself. How can you and your project contribute to building the UIAA Mountain Protection Award community?

p. Is there anything else you would like to mention as part of your application?

5. Attachments
Please note that this application form only allows to submit one (1) attachment at a time.
a. Each project needs to submit a 30 second video about the project. This should be a piece-to-camera in portrait mode. Please upload this video here. This will be used as supporting material and on the UIAA channels to strengthen the visual storytelling of your application.
b. If you have any raw (b-roll) footage and/or edited videos which we can either use footage from or showcase as links from YouTube, please upload it here or alternatively send this via WeTransfer to mountainprotection@theuiaa.org These could be about the project, the location, or people behind the project. This may be used on the UIAA channels to strengthen the visual storytelling of your application and the project.
c. Each project needs to submit three high-resolution photos. Ideally, these should be a nice mix of geography, people and the project itself. Please add a first picture here. This will be used as supporting material and on the UIAA channels to strengthen the visual storytelling of your application.
d. Each project needs to submit three high-resolution photos. Ideally, these should be a nice mix of geography, people and the project itself. Please add a second picture here. This will be used as supporting material and on the UIAA channels to strengthen the visual storytelling of your application.
e. Each project needs to submit three high-resolution photos. Ideally, these should be a nice mix of geography, people and the project itself. Please add a third picture here. This will be used as supporting material and on the UIAA channels to strengthen the visual storytelling of your application.
f. Please add the logo of your organisation here (if available)
g. Please add the logo of your project here (if available) 
h. Please attach any additional letters of support here (if available)
i. Please attach any additional documents here (if available)
Documents may include annual report, business plan, promotional flyers, additional letters of support, etc.
j. Please attach any additional documents here (if available)
Documents may include annual report, business plan, promotional flyers, additional letters of support, etc.
k. Do you have more pictures of good quality? Please add it here (optional).
l. More pictures (optional)?
m. Link to Flickr or another online photo gallery (if available)
n. Video content as a share link (if available)  

If you couldn’t upload all your documents, pictures and/or videos here, or should you have more to share, please send them via email or by WeTransfer to mountainprotection@theuiaa.org before the deadline of 15 May 2025. Any documents coming in after that deadline will not be considered by the assessment team.

6. Please note that, by submitting video, photographs, logo and other material, you confirm that you agree to grant to the UIAA and its MPA partners a perpetual, royalty-free, non-exclusive, right and license to use, reproduce, modify, adapt, publish, create derivative works from, distribute, make available to the public, with respect to your photograph worldwide and/or to incorporate your photograph in other works and publications in any media now known or later developed for the full term of any rights that may exist in your photographs or video.
i. I accept
ii. I don’t accept 

7. Your application will be assessed as defined in the UIAA MPA Application Guidelines. By filing your application, do you agree to have met all the criteria and prerequisites?
i. I accept
ii. I don’t accept

If you have questions regarding the application process, please do not hesitate to contact the MPA team under mountainprotection@theuiaa.org  

Thank you for applying for the 2025 UIAA Mountain Protection Award! 

Our team will be in touch with you shortly regarding the completeness of your application. Nominees will be contacted about assessment outcomes and with specific feedback end of July / early August. The winner of the Mountain Protection Award will be contacted confidentially to prepare communication amplification in collaboration with MPA partners and invited to the official UIAA Mountain Protection Award Ceremony.  

This completes the application process for implemented or finished projects.


SECTION III – APPLICATION CONTINUED – for projects in concept or idea stage


4. Concept details

a. Country/countries where the project will be implemented

b. Expected period of implementation (started in … / will start in … / ending in …)

c. Please explain the project idea or concept and how it relates to climbing, mountaineering and outdoor sport. (350-500 words)
Note your answer will be used to describe the project on the official showcase page of the UIAA website, should your project be selected for the shortlist.

d. Please describe the vision, goals and aim of this project. (350-500 words)

e. Please describe how this project specifically contributes to climate change and environmental sustainability. This should include a statement as to the specific focus such as: conservation of biodiversity and ecosystems, sustainable resource consumption and management, sustainable waste management and disposal, climate change adaptation and/or mitigation or protection of the environment through culture, local traditions and education.

f. Please describe how the project idea will be implementation and expected outcomes of the project such as project plan, key tasks, activities, milestones, etc. Please note that in order to be eligible to win the prize money as ‘Best New Initiative’ the project must show a clear timeline that describes the development and/or implementation of the project. (350-500 words)
Supporting documents can be included in a later section.

g. Describe how your project will go "beyond business as usual", as an example of best practice in mountaineering and mountain-based sports for mountain protection. (350-500 words)

h. Describe how your project will support stewardship in mountain regions, such as the promotion of volunteer participation opportunities. (350-500 words)

i. How does/will your project benefit the local communities where it is implemented and how do/will you collaborate with them? (350-500 words)

j. For the implementation of your project, do/will you collaborate with local, regional, or national authorities? If so, how? (350-500 words)
Supporting documents such as recommendation letters are highly encouraged and can be included in a later section.

k. Describe the human and financial resources, including sourcing and allocation such as budget, human and financial resources and allocations. Please note that in order to be eligible to win the prize money as ‘Best New Initiative’ the project must show clear evidence that additional funds and/or in-kind contributions have been or will be sought. (350-500 words)
Supporting documents can be included in a later section.

l. Describe your communication strategy (in place and/or planned) and dissemination of your project's activities and results to the general public. You can also mention how the UIAA could support these efforts, as part of the UIAA MPA platform. (350-500 words)

m. If your project were to win the Mountain Protection Award category of ‘Best New Initiative’, explain how the project would use the prize money. (250-300 words)
Supporting documents (e.g. spreadsheet) can be included in a later section.

n. Is there a specific area you would appreciate expert advice on, as part of this UIAA Mountain Protection Award application? If so, please explain.

o. How would you like the UIAA to actively support your project?

p. The UIAA and our sponsors are working to support and encourage a community of mountain protection practitioners like yourself. How can you and your project contribute to building the UIAA Mountain Protection Award community?

q. Is there anything else you would like to mention as part of your application?

5. Attachments
Please note that the application form only allows to submit one (1) attachment at a time.
a. Please provide clear evidence that additional funding and/or in-kind contributions have been or will be sought.
b. Please provide a project implementation timeline that describes the development and/or implementation of the project.
c. Each project needs to submit a 30 second video about the project. This should be a piece-to-camera in portrait mode. Please upload this video here. This will be used as supporting material and on the UIAA channels to strengthen the visual storytelling of your application.
b. If you have any raw (b-roll) footage and/or edited videos which we can either use footage from or showcase as links from YouTube, please upload it here or alternatively send this via WeTransfer to mountainprotection@theuiaa.org These could be about the project, the location, or people behind the project. This may be used on the UIAA channels to strengthen the visual storytelling of your application and the project.
d. Each project needs to submit three high-resolution photos. Ideally, these should be a nice mix of geography, people and the project itself. Please add a first picture here. This will be used as supporting material and on the UIAA channels to strengthen the visual storytelling of your application.
e. Each project needs to submit three high-resolution photos. Ideally, these should be a nice mix of geography, people and the project itself. Please add a second picture here. This will be used as supporting material and on the UIAA channels to strengthen the visual storytelling of your application.
f. Each project needs to submit three high-resolution photos. Ideally, these should be a nice mix of geography, people and the project itself. Please add a third picture here. This will be used as supporting material and on the UIAA channels to strengthen the visual storytelling of your application.
g. Please add the logo of your organisation here (if available)
h. Please add the logo of your project here (if available) 
i. Please attach any additional letters of support here (if available)
j. Please attach any additional documents here (if available)
Documents may include annual report, business plan, promotional flyers, additional letters of support, etc.
k. Please attach any additional documents here (if available)
Documents may include annual report, business plan, promotional flyers, additional letters of support, etc.
l. Do you have more pictures of good quality? Please add it here (optional).
m. More pictures (optional)?
n. Link to Flickr or another online photo gallery (if available)
o. Video content as a share link (if available)

If you cannot upload all your documents/pictures/videos here, or should you have more to share, please send them via email or by WeTransfer to mountainprotection@theuiaa.org before the deadline of 15 May 2025. Any documents coming in after that deadline will not be considered by the assessment team.

6. Please note that, by submitting video, photographs, logo and other material, you confirm that you agree to  grant to the UIAA and its MPA partners a perpetual, royalty-free, non-exclusive, right and license to use, reproduce, modify, adapt, publish, create derivative works from, distribute, make available to the public, with respect to your photograph worldwide and/or to incorporate your photograph in other works and publications in any media now known or later developed for the full term of any rights that may exist in your photographs or video.
i. I accept
ii. I don’t accept 

7. Your application will be assessed as defined in the UIAA MPA Application Guidelines. By filing your application, do you agree to have met all the criteria and prerequisites?
iii. I accept
iv. I don’t accept

If you have questions regarding the application process, please do not hesitate to contact the MPA team under mountainprotection@theuiaa.org  

Thank you for applying for the 2025 UIAA Mountain Protection Award! 

Our team will be in touch with you shortly regarding the completeness of your application. Nominees will be contacted about assessment outcomes and with specific feedback end of July / early August. The winner of the Mountain Protection Award category “Best New Initiative” will be contacted confidentially to prepare communication amplification in collaboration with MPA partners and announced to the UIAA General Assembly on 25 October 2025 in Kosovo.  

